5 Day Devotional

Day 1. The Pain of Betrayal

Devotional

Betrayal from within cuts deeper than any external attack. When someone we trust turns against us, using
our vulnerabilities and shared intimacies as weapons, the pain is amost unbearable. Judas wasn't a stranger
who infiltrated the disciples - he was chosen by Jesus, trusted with ministry, and included in the inner
circle. His betrayal reminds us that even in our closest relationships, we're vulnerable to being hurt by
those we love most. Y et thisreality shouldn't make us cynical or closed off. Instead, it should drive usto
find our ultimate security not in human relationships, but in Christ's unwavering love. While people may
fail us, Jesus never will. His love remains constant even when others abandon us. When we experience
betrayal, we can find comfort knowing that Jesus understands this pain intimately - He was betrayed by
one of Hisown.

BibleVerse

"Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas | scariot—went to the chief priests and asked, "What are you
willing to give me if | deliver him over to you?' So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.’ -
Matthew 26:14-15

Reflection Question
How can you find healing and security in Christ when you've been deeply hurt by someone you trusted?

Quote
Betrayal from within. | don't know about you, but | believe that this treachery is worse than almost
anything else. When you are betrayed by atrusted family member or afriend, it hurts.

Prayer
Lord, when betrayal wounds my heart, help me remember that Y ou understand this pain completely. Heal
my wounds and help me find my security in Y our unfailing love.

Day 2: One of Us

Devotional

The most unsettling truth about Judas is that he was genuinely one of the disciples. Jesus chose him after
praying all night, invested three yearsin hislife, and trusted him with ministry responsibilities. Judas
witnessed miracles, heard profound teachings, and experienced Christ's love firsthand. This challenges us
to examine our own hearts honestly. We may never betray Jesus as dramatically as Judas did, but do our
actions aways align with our words? Do we sometimes claim Jesus as Lord while living according to our
own agenda? The sobering reality is that proximity to Jesus doesn't guarantee faithfulness. We can sit in
church, know Scripture, and still harbor attitudes that betray our Savior. But here's the encouraging truth:
recognizing this tendency is the first step toward authentic discipleship. When we allow the Holy Spirit to
examine our hearts, He reveals areas where we need to surrender more fully to Christ's lordship.

BibleVerse
‘Jesus replied, "Have | not chosen you, the Twelve? Y et one of you isadevil!™ - John 6:70

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life might you be saying 'Jesusis Lord" with your words but not demonstrating it
through your actions?



Quote
He's our brother. He's one of us. He was with Christ. And even though we may not outwardly betray our
Lord, | ask that you might allow the Holy Spirit to examine your heart today.

Prayer
Holy Spirit, examine my heart and reveal any areas where I'm not fully surrendered to Jesus. Help melive
with integrity, aligning my actions with my faith.

Day 3: When Expectations Become Disappointments

Devotional

Judas likely had specific expectations for what Jesus would accomplish - perhaps overthrowing Roman
rule and establishing Israel's earthly kingdom. When Christ's mission took a different direction, focusing
on spiritual rather than political liberation, disappointment may have crept in. Disappointment, |eft
unchecked, can ferment into bitterness, and bitterness can lead to betrayal. We face similar temptations
when God doesn't work according to our timeline or methods. When prayers seem unanswered or
circumstances don't improve as we hoped, we might question God's goodness or wisdom. But God's ways
are higher than our ways, and His plans are always better than ours, even when we can't seeiit. Instead of
allowing disappointment to breed bitterness, we can choose to trust that God isworking all things together
for good. Our expectations may be limited, but His love and wisdom are infinite.

BibleVerse
""For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declaresthe Lord.' - Isaiah 55:8

Reflection Question
What disappointmentsin your life do you need to surrender to God, trusting that His plans are better than
your expectations?

Quote

Y ou know how it is when your way is not happening and you get disappointed and that bitterness might
enter in. And bitternessis kind of like that sprite or spite that bubbles over and you get angry and you want
revenge and maybe hate fills your soul.

Prayer
Father, when my expectations don't align with Y our plans, help me trust Y our wisdom and goodness.
Guard my heart from bitterness and keep me faithful to Y ou.

Day 4. The Tragedy of Self-Condemnation

Devotional

When Judas readlized the gravity of his betrayal, he experienced genuine remorse. He confessed his sin,
acknowledged Jesus's innocence, and even tried to return the money. These were positive steps, but
tragically, he stopped short of seeking forgiveness. Instead of running to Jesus for mercy, he became his
own judge and executioner. Thisreveals acrucial truth: remorse alone isn't enough - we need repentance
that leads to restoration. Judas's story contrasts sharply with Peter's. Both men betrayed Jesus, but Peter
waited for forgiveness while Judas chose despair. The difference wasn't in the severity of their sinsbut in
their response to failure. God's grace is sufficient for any sin, but we must be willing to receiveit. When
we fail, we have a choice: we can condemn ourselves or run to the One who offers complete forgiveness
and restoration.

BibleVerse



"‘When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and
returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. "I have sinned,” he said, "for | have
betrayed innocent blood."' - Matthew 27:3-4

Reflection Question
When you fail or sin, do you tend to condemn yourself or run to Jesus for forgiveness and restoration?

Quote

When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and
returned the 30 silver coinsto the chief priests and the elders. | have sinned, he said, for | have betrayed
innocent blood.

Prayer
Lord, when | fall short, help me remember that Y our grace is greater than my failures. Give me courage to
seek Y our forgiveness rather than condemning myself.

Day 5: Grace Greater Than Our Failures

Devotional

The most heartbreaking aspect of Judas's story isn't his betrayal - it's his refusal to believe that grace could
cover hissin. He saw hisfailure as too great for forgiveness, but no sin is beyond the reach of God's mercy.
Jesus came to die for the sins of the world, including Judas's betrayal. The cross was big enough to cover
even this ultimate act of treachery. This truth should fill us with hope and humility. No matter what we've
done or how far we've fallen, God's grace is greater. The same Jesus who was betrayed by Judas offers
forgiveness to anyone who comes to Him in repentance. We don't have to carry the weight of our failures
or livein the shadow of our past mistakes. Instead of wearing our guilt like a heavy chain, we can take up
our cross daily and follow Jesus into new life. His love transforms even our worst moments into
testimonies of Hisincredible grace.

BibleVerse

'‘Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me awilling
spirit, to sustain me.' - Psalm 51:10-12

Reflection Question
What failures or sins do you need to bring to Jesus, trusting that His grace is greater than your mistakes?

Quote
But did he have to? | believe that Jesus came to die for the sins of thisworld. And | believe that Judas
betrayal isn't too much for Jesusto bear.

Prayer
Jesus, thank Y ou that Y our grace is greater than all my failures. Help me live in the freedom of Y our
forgiveness and follow Y ou with renewed hope and purpose.



